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This Week in Congress

  

October 11, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” I have enjoyed traveling in Kansas this week while
Congress has been out of session. Congress will reconvene in Washington D.C. after the
November elections. This week's headlines are:

  

 

    
    -  Government Needs to Change Direction   
    -  Honoring Great Bend Couple as "Angels in Adoption"   
    -  Visiting with Members of American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association   
    -  Visiting Philips Lighting Company in Salina   
    -  Supporting Good Work of Reins of Hope in Hutchinson   
    -  Speaking with Pretty Prairie High School Students   
    -  Attending Kingman Lions Club   
    -  KSU vs. University of Nebraska Football Game   
    -  Attending Haven's Fall Fest   
    -  In the Office   
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Government Needs to Change Direction

  

 

  

This week, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the nation’s unemployment rate
remained at 9.6 percent in September and 95,000 jobs were lost. The unemployment rate has
now been above 9 percent for 17 consecutive months. It is clear that current economic policies
are not working. Washington has increased the tax and regulatory burden on businesses at the
expense of American workers. Rather than hiring new workers, businesses are using their
resources on costly tax increases, burdensome government mandates and intrusive
regulations. These policies have created an environment of uncertainty and hindered job growth
in America.

  

 

  

It is time for our government to change direction. That’s why I introduced H.R. 6367, Restore
American Jobs Act, to spur job creation across America. This bill will encourage job creation
and business investment by reducing the tax and regulatory burdens. It will also spur job
creation by providing new opportunities for American goods in countries like Colombia,
Panama, and South Korea. And lastly, it will repeal the costly and burdensome health care law,
so it can be replaced with true reforms that lower health care costs for businesses and families
across the nation.

  

 

  

Congress has a responsibility to reduce economic uncertainty, so businesses can move forward
with confidence and start creating jobs again. When businesses have the certainty, resources,
markets and freedom, they will succeed and the economy will recover. Click here  to read more

 2 / 9

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1872%3A1012010-moran-introduces-legislation-to-spur-job-creation-&amp;catid=1&amp;Itemid=153
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about my legislation.

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Honoring Great Bend Couple as “Angels in Adoption”

  

 

  

I recently nominated Dr. John and Lori Simmons of Great Bend to receive the 2010 “Angels in
Adoption” award for their advocacy for adoption. The Angels in Adoption program highlights the
good work of those who strive to improve the lives of children through adoption and foster care.

  

 

  

This week, I enjoyed visiting with the Simmons during their visit to Washington, D.C. to receive
their award. John and Lori’s efforts to care for orphans in Ethiopia prove that one family can
make a lasting difference in the lives of others. The Simmons adopted two young girls from
Ethiopia, and have worked tirelessly to care for many more Ethiopian orphans and involve the
Great Bend community in that mission. Their efforts have galvanized their community around a
common goal and have shown that when individuals work together, there is no limit to what they
can accomplish. The Simmons’ compassion will change the lives of hundreds of orphaned
children forever. Click here  to view a photo from their visit.
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http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10&amp;linknote=
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=4&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=0&amp;hit=1
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Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Visiting with Members of American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association 
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On Monday, I spoke at the American Short Line and Regional Railroad Association meeting in
Kansas City. There are over 500 short lines that operate nearly 50,000 miles of track in the
United States, close to almost a third of our national railroad network. For large portions of the
country, including Kansas, short line railroads are the only connection to the national railroad
network. For small businesses, farmers, and ranchers in Kansas, short line railroads play a
crucial role in getting their goods to market. 

  

 

  

We discussed the need to extend the 45G railroad track maintenance credit which allows short
line railroads to improve their track so as to better serve customers.  I was the original sponsor
when this credit became law and have seen first-hand the critical infrastructure improvements
that have been made because of it.  The tax credit expired last year and I have been working
hard to try and extend it for this year. Thanks to Chairman Mike Ogborn of for his hospitality
during the event.  

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this

  

 

  

Visiting Philips Lighting Company in Salina 

  

 

  

 5 / 9

http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/twitter?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/email?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1878%26Itemid%3D1&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F11%2F10


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 10-11-10

I had the privilege of meeting with the folks of Philips Lighting Company in Salina and touring
their plant on Thursday. I appreciated the opportunity to talk with about 50 employees and
answer their questions after the tour. I was pleased to learn that the Salina facility has been
selected to undertake a new project which will bring five additional jobs to the facility. In
addition, the facility will also benefit from realignment within the company which will add nine
more jobs in the near future.   

  

 

  

This is good news for Kansas and for the folks of Philips in Salina. I am proud that such an
efficient, productive, and successful business model is thriving within the heart of
Kansas. Thanks to Randy Moorehead, Dan Mendicina, the management and employees of
Philips for their kindness and hospitality during my visit. Click here  to view photos from the
meeting. 
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http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=3&amp;hit=1
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Supporting Good Work of Reins of Hope in Hutchinson      On Saturday evening, my wife Robba, and I attended the Reins of Hope Annual Benefit Auctionin Hutchinson. This non-profit organization offers therapeutic riding for individuals withdisabilities. Research has shown that therapeutic riding can increase balance, strength andcontrol for many individuals with disabilities. Proceeds from the auction will support scholarshipsto help more individuals benefit from this unique program. Click here  to learn more aboutReins of Hope and volunteer opportunities. Click hereto view a photo from the event.      
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Speaking with Pretty Prairie High School Students      On Wednesday, I visited Pretty Prairie High School (PPHS) and spoke with students in JonJohnson’s American Government class. During our conversation, I described my role as amember of Congress and answered thoughtful questions about challenges facing our state andcountry. I was impressed with the students’ knowledge of current events and the quality of theirquestions. I always appreciate the opportunity to meet with Kansas high school students andhear their perspective. The competitiveness of our state and our nation is directly related to thequality of our children’s education, so I thank the many faculty members and staff who arecommitted to the education of students across Kansas. Thanks to Jon Johnson for giving methe opportunity to visit with his class and thanks to PPHS Principal Randy Hendrickson andUSD #311 Superintendent Brad Wade for coordinating my visit.  Click here  to view a photofrom my visit.      

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this          Attending Kingman Lions Club      On Wednesday, I joined the Kingman Lions Club for their weekly meeting. Citizen involvementin civic clubs, such as the Lions Club, helps keep our communities in Kansas strong. I enjoyedvisiting with members of the club and answering their questions about current issues facingKansas and our country. Thanks to President and Reverend Don Flanner and Bob Wunsch fortheir hospitality.       Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     KSU vs. University of Nebraska football game       On Thursday, I was in Manhattan to attend the Kansas State University (KSU) football gameagainst the University of Nebraska. The Wildcats and Cornhuskers have a football rivalry goingback nearly a century, but this was the final stop in Manhattan for the Huskers as a member ofthe Big XII Conference. Though I was disappointed about the outcome, the crowd at Bill SnyderFamily Stadium was fantastic. I visited with hundreds of Kansans, and I always appreciatehearing their feedback. Thanks to KSU President Kirk Schulz and Athletic Director John Curriefor their hospitality.       Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Attending Haven’s Fall Fest      This weekend, I had a great opportunity to visit with Kansans at Haven’s fall community festival.Harland Prittle and Brandon Harder introduced me around Main Street where I talked withresidents about agriculture, veterans’ issues and the need to create jobs. I also saw a great newcommunity fitness center, which is located in the old fire station. I enjoyed visiting with my longtime friend Lois Schlickau and her son James, a County Commissioner. It was a greatcommunity event in a great community. I can see why people want to live in Haven. Thanksagain to all Haven residents for their hospitality. Click here  to view a photo from my visit.     
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     In the Office      Dale Ormond, Deputy to the Commanding General, and Steve Nolan of the StrategicCommunications Office, were in with the U.S. Army Combined Arms Center at Ft. Leavenworthto provide an update on standing up the Mission Command Center of Excellence. Chris Rea ofLenexa was in with Lotis, Inc. and Charles Bruce of Lenexa was in with PerformanceContracting, Inc., to visit about construction projects in the Kansas City area.      Jim Chastain of Wichita was in with the National Transitional Jobs Network to talk about effortsin Kansas to help ex-offenders re-enter the workforce. Tes Mehring and Phillip Bennett ofEmporia were in with Emporia State University (ESU) to give an update on the latestdevelopments at ESU. Rhonda and Jay Knudson of Great Bend were in with the NationalAssociation of Insurance and Financial Advisors to visit about the services insurance agentsprovide to Kansans.       Members of the Mo-Ark Association were in to discuss waterway and levy projects in theKansas City area. Kansans in with the group were Thomas Hunt Roberts, Richard ArnoldLivers, and Stephen Dailey of Overland Park. Jon Robbins of Overland Park stopped by myoffice to inform me about a new invention he is working on to increase the electrical generationcapacity of wind and water turbines. Tony Schleich of Hutchinson was in with the AmericanPackaging Corporation to inform me about the difficulty of doing business in today’s uncertaintax and regulatory environment. Harl and LaVena Stump of Hays also stopped by the office thisweek to visit.       Many Kansans came by my office to receive tours of the United States Capitol Building,including Mary Kay Munson of Junction City; Carolyn Burton of Topeka; Steve and Lucy Knoppof Russell; Janet Challender of Emporia; Sam Montoia of Hays and Nolan Rothe of Otis.      Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this     Contact Me                  It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be of assistance.To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me through one of myKansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.       Very truly yours,      Jerry               
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